Brucella endocarditis.
Between 1987 and 1990, three patients with abscesses produced by Brucella endocarditis were admitted to the Department of Infectious Diseases, "Ospedali Riuniti", Bergamo, Italy. In each case, the diagnosis was based on a history of ingestion of milk products, positive Wright serology, positive blood and valvar culture, and echocardiography. Medical therapy alone was not found to be effective in treatment, all patients requiring surgical intervention. One case required urgent surgical treatment and underwent three further operations up to the final implantation of a valved tube. According to our experience, Brucella endocarditis is a rare but serious disease which requires a combination of medical and surgical therapy.